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Where we teach your horses how to fly! 

Several horses were shipped to Eagle Point the end of May  in preparation for the 
Colonial Downs meet. At the farm we put them in training and tried to get a feel for the horse and 
then check them over for soundness.  I have always said if a horse is hurting he won’t run.  One 
of the horses was Joe Can’t Quit who was a winner at Tampa earlier in the year.   He would come 
out of the stall with a awkward gait, but felt better after he warmed up on the track.  Dr. Scott 
Anderson of Woodside Equine Clinic was called in.  Scott adjusted his back and then his neck.  I 
was holding Joe and when the vet cracked his neck, you could see the relief in Joe’s eyes.  It 
seems he was sore over his withers and that accounted for his awkward gait.  With just a short 
time to get Joe fit and ready to race, we adjusted his training schedule.  You have to know your 
horses and figure out what will work for each individual.  It is a team effort!  First a horse with 
ability, an owner who understands the game,  an   
exercise rider who knows their mount,  hot walker, groom, jockey, and  
of course good old  Luck!  Well Colonial Downs started off with a 
bang  when Joe won  his first start on June 20th.  Instructions were to 
let Joe just come out the gates on his own, settle off the pace and then 
at the stretch let him make a run on the outside.  Thankfully his jockey 
Frank Douglas had him on the inside rail and saved ground and  made a 
run between horses.  Regardless of  class of race it is a beautiful sight 
to see a horse full of run weaving between horses.   
Congratulations to Thunderhill Farm of Maryland and Joe Can’t Quit.   
We had 7 starts with one win and two seconds, and a fifth for the meet.   
 I especially want to thank my daughter, Karen Dennehy  who took care 
of and exercised the horses at Colonial Downs.  I couldn’t have done it without her hard work.  
She is  beautiful girl as well as an  excellent horsewoman.  She really has a way with them.  She 
has returned to Sweet Briar College for her Junior year.  Also thanks to her right hand man James 
Braxton,  a staple at Eagle Point. 

Towards the end of the meet we had another exciting day with  a horse full of run.  After placing in 
her last start, we figured Warm Up would be tough in this race.  Distance and grass and  conditions.  
We expected her to run well.  Gates open, she takes two steps out and then  goes to her knees.  
Jockey Eric Rodriquez  manages to stay on and  has her just trailing the field in front of the grand-
stands just doing an assessment check..  We are sick.  All hopes dashed.  On the backside she is run-
ning  smooth and picking up horses but the pace is slow and no way she can catch the leaders.  Well 
turn for home and we are running through, around  and  in between and then come on the rail after 
the leader.  What a thrill!   We lose in a head bob.  What a race.! 

Our one man show– Ken Coble  had his Bear on Tour running on July 5th at Colonial Downs in his 
red and blue silks.  I noticed when he came in the paddock that he was singled handed.   So I offered 
to hold his horse so he could saddle his winner.  Bear on Tour came flying down in the stretch in his 
patriotic colors for owner, trainer, breeder , hot walker, groom Ken Coble of Maryland.  He does it  
all but riding.  That was fun being a part of his win.  Winning jockey Frank Douglas with a sprained 
ankle and a limp rode three winners that day just like Pollard in Seabiscuit. 




